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That He is the Fountain 1 divine Wiſdom, the a 
Purifier of the Heart, and the Mumm dt. 
every truly enlightened Underſtanding; and the © | 
Source of all that true Peace, real Happineſs, and 
ſubſtantial Felicity, which Mankind partake of, 125 ä 


or enjoy. 
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"ETERNAL WORD; 


" Briefy Showing | 
That He's ih Fountain of divine Wiſdun; th 


+4 4 


. Purifier of t the Heart, and the Ilurinator 0 every 
e enlightened e, e. een 


8 God is the Author, or original does of alt 
18 that is divine; ſo in the Son, who. is the 
| (a) Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the e 

| "Image of his Subſtance, or divine Perfections, = 
id all the (b) Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 

And as Mankind, reſpecting their intellectual 
Endowments, were created after the (c) Likeneſs, 
or in the Similitude of God; ſo a Meaſure, or De- 


1 of diyine Wiſdom, Knowledg e and Under- 


an ding, of Purity, Holineſs and Perfection, was 
conferred. FN on or 1 to the rational or 
Immortal 


— 


i , N k 


(a) uns. vil ir as. Gul 15. 
. 09 Col. i. 3. 009 G. i 1. 26, 27 
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I Tipe praiſe,” mapnify great Creator: 
enjoy the comfortable Influences of his bleſſed Pre- 


| epyiaſvg Happinels. 


| e Gf 
own 


1 241 


aid adore their | 


ſence, and'be — in n the eg of Peace and 


his u btedls was bleſſe watiop J 
firſt Fs 1. ore th Dy 9 
h radians © Goodneſs, 


3 all Mankind, Foe 


Mercy and Love of G in Jeſus Chriſt his Son, 


ily entitled toh 2 ad ue if ſits not — 
, or thro their own Neglect, Diſobedience 
or Remiſnc they may really witneſs and come 
to the actual Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of. 
And in order hereunto, the Almighty hath moſt gra- 
cioully condeſoended to beſtow upon, communicate 


unto, or implant in Man fath a Meaſure of his 


Grace and good Spirit, ſuch à Degree of divine 
Light and Undenkahding, ſuch a bleſſed, holy and 
victorious Principle, which if dul minded, faith- 
fully 7.obey'd, a rightly taken 1 -unto, would 
- free "Mankind from, a State af e a Servitude 


ns and: Sea ag ne, 14369 
75 77 here it, HT. de conſidered, that £9 


0 of God, and 18 en that divine = 
Tpiritat (9) Law engtaven upon the Heart, and 
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1 7 5 {'Y We 
imprinted in the imvrard Pars; b cr (ac 


| 2 the 'Apoſtle's: Teſtimony) that all haye 
thereby. — (e and fallen, or come ſhort of 
the Glory of Gad; yet let this -for ever reſt upon 
our Minds as an undeniable Truth, that how: far, 
or in what: s ſoever Mankind are degenetated 
from, or may have luſt or defaced the divine Image 
itr which they were created; and that whatever - 
Crimes or Offences we are charg d with, or how 
 eulpable ar guilty ſoever we may ſtand in the Sight 
of che — it is not in the leaſt Reſpect or 
Degree to be attributed to the Sin, Diſobedience, ox 
Tranigreſſion of our firſt Parents; but it muſt, and 
undoubtedly will be altogether imputed unto gur- 
| Jelves, on che Account of ur o perſonal Sing 
and Offences For certain it is, 2 whatever 
or Privileges we loſt in Adam 758 any) 
ate abundantly made up or [reſtored by CHRIST.; 
and all the Stains and Blemiſhes, Imperſections and 
Defilements, which our Souls have ſuſtain d by rea- 
ſon of Sin, or through the Powers of Darkneſs, ate 
g altogether on account of our own Diſobedience and 
TPranſgreſſions; and it is for want of hearkening 
unto, and through not complying with the Dictatez, 
Manifeſtations and Diſcoveries, ers Chriſt or the 
eternal Word (through his divine ot ſpiritual Ap- 
Peatanee) inwardly reveals or makes known! unto 
dus, concerning nur iſeveral and reſpective Duties in 
relation to him, and our on Souls, that Mankind 
become ee and are fo. . nh 
88 rawn 
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(e) Ren. iii. 23. 


tor 


bo drawn from the true Freedom, or Goſp pl Liberty 


y the cunning Devices of their Souls' Adverſary. 
* "The Redemption, of Mankind: from under the 


 tyrannizing Power of Sin, and the reſtoring their 


Souls 1 into the Love and N of God, was vari- 
oully typified under the Moſaical Diſpenſation ; for 


the (/) Law being ſpiritual, ſo all its Types; 
Sbadows, Figures, Purifications, Waſhings, Cleanſ- 


ings, Offerings, and Sacrifices, have ſpiritual Signi- 


Kcations, and allude to the waſhing, cleanſing, pu- 
rifying, converting and regenerating - of the Soul, 
under the glorious Diſpenſation of Grace, Mercy 
and Truth. In which divine Adminiſtration the 
Doctrine, Parables and Miracles of our Lord did, 


and do all tend to illuſtrate and ſet forth the Work 


and Office of his Spirit, upon the Hearts and Minds 
of the People, in order to create anew, regenerate, 

wall, cleanſe and purify poor, fallen, degenerate, 
polluted, miſerable undone Man, and reſtore him 
-unto his primitive State of Virtue, Purity and Up- 
bs mag 10 a 

In relation eee we find that our bleſſed 
Lordi in his bodily Appearance, amongſt his many 
other wonderful Works, wrought ſundry Miracles, 
thereby demonſtrating to Mankind his divine 
Love, and God-like. Power; for by his opening 
the Eyes of the Blind, unſtopping the Ears of the 


Deaf, cleanſing the Lepers, making the Lame to 


Walk, and raiſing the Dead; together with his 


healing the Sick, on relieving the People under 


— their 
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77 Rom. vii, 14. 
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| their. bodily Wants, Neceſſities and Diſeaſes, lu 


plainly diſcovered that he was God as well as Man; 


and that through his divine Goodneſs, eternal Wiſ. 


ance, or ſpiritual Manifeſtations to the Soul, he 
would graciouſly condeſcend to illuminate the be- 
nighted Underſtanding, to unſtop the Ears that 
have hitherto been deaf to his inſpeaking Voice, 
cleanſe the Leproſy of Sin, enable the weak, lame, 
or infirm Soul to walk in the Way of Peace, and 


| raiſe the Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins to Newneſe 


of Life. All which, and much more, was accord- 
ingly wrought, effected or done upon the primitive 


Belicvem in him, and what he ceaſes not (in a 
ſpiritual manner) to effect or accompliſh upon the 


Hearts and Minds of all thoſe who in Sincerity of 
Soul, and with unfeigned Faith, make known, or 


lay open their ſpiritual Wants, Diſeaſes, and Infir- 


mities unto him. 0 wailing! 
That Sin, Diſobedience and Tranſgreſſion, Re- 


bellion againſt God, and the Convictions of his 


Holy Spirit, do harden the Heart, darken tbe 


Mind, bring a Cloud over the Underſtanding, and 


defile the Soul with many filthy and loathſome 
Diſeaſes, is m Truth undeniable; and certain it is, 
that the rooting up, blotting out, taking away, and 
utterly deſtroying every Part thereof, is the End, 
Intent and Pu for vyhich the ever bleſſed Goſ- 
pel of Light, Life and Salvation was publiſhed; 
and it is to thoſe who have believed in its divine 
Power, and throughly experienced its baptizing, 
converting, regenerating Virtue, to waſh, cleanſe 
and purify their Hearts, that the Promiſes of God 


toy 


e Sad, ünd to wham the Bleflings of the Golpel 
_ tend/; and it's none but the puriſird, regenerate 
converted Soul that doth; or can truly witneſs 


experience the P Prophets, and the 


rophecies of the P 
Declarations: of our Lord, aud his faithful Fob 
lowers, to be really fulfilled and dur: 
This divine Work, or evangalitab Operation of 
purifying the Heart, renovating: the Mind, or of 
converting, regenetating and cleanſing the Soul, 
and of purging the Conſciente from dead: Works 
is the Source, Beginning, or Foundation of a chi. 
tian, holy, or divine Life; and the firſt Sten by 
which we come to a right Undetfianding of God, 
and ſpiritual Things. For though, Man in his fallen, 
degenerate 1 and unconverted State, may 
be wiſe and penet in the QOoncerns of this | 
Life ; and although by Study, Application, and In- 
| duſtty, he may have made a conſiderable 
in the acquiring of Letter Learning, or ſcholaſtic 
Knowledge; by tlie: attaining: Whereof à Mali is 
commonly deem'd, or look'd upon, to be the mort 
wiſe, knowing, or judicious z yet nevertheleſs, while 
the ( g) Mind is ſpiritually blinded, andthe Val f 
Sin remains untaken away from the Heart, not- 
withſtanding all the Arts, Skill, Kmowledpx;! Or 
(% Science, falſly ſo called, that Man may have 
acquired, or be a competent Judge of, hie cannot 
but be an utter Stranger to that divine and h 
Wiſdom, which teacheth the true Fear of the 


—4 and e deſtitute of that W 
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and Understanding which inſtrücts and guides tlie 

regenerate Soul, though a (7) Fool, ref ett the 

© Wisdom bf this World, into il ( new, 
I 


ving, © (n) holy, and (n) pleaſant or delightful 
Way, wherein 8 honeſt, ſincere, and upright- 
hearted, ſhall:not err, wander, or go aſtray. 


Mankind being made after the Likeneſs,” or in 
the.(o) Image of their Creator, are endued with! 


noble or divine Gifts, and copious or extenſive Un- 
derſtandings, ' whereby they are rendered capable 


of making a wonderful Progteſs in celeſtial Wit. 


dom, or thoſe Things which regard the Glory of 
God, and their own eternal Happineſs. But if they 
feel after forbidden Knowledge, take up their Re- 

poſe in terreſtrial Things, and diſregard God, their 


will prove to be endlefs and unfatisfactory 
For as the (2) 1 Path of the Juſt, like the Ms 


Saber Object, all their Purſuits, When added to- 
Naber 


Light, ſhines more and more unto the Fe Day; 


or as the Righteous know an Advancement or go- 
ing forward"1 in the Path of Life, and witneſs or 
experience an approaching nearer and neater unto 


the Place of divine Reſt, and Centre of true Hap 
neſs; ſo the Wa ys of the Wicked or Ung Tſe "> 


thoug h they m 1 ever ſo wiſe, kpowiiig, and 
Atereet in the T ings of this World, yet tend, of 


e more. and more to a State el Darkneſs 3 | 


mapa gg 9101-3 e e 
None 15 £52341 a {F - 
— han r ro pda — — * 
| 3 xxxv. 8. Dre "20; 
(1) Heb. x. das (m) Iſa. xxxv. 8 
(n) Prov. iii. 17. ©. (0) Get 20; I7o. 
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LL ©] 
where a Cloud, or Vail of Blindneſs, Ignorance, 
and ſpiritual Stupidity overwhelms the Soul, making 
her to wander (tv and farther: from the right 
Path, and to grow leſs and leſs mindful of him, 
who in his divine Leadings, and ſpiritual Mani- 
feſtations, is the (4% Way, the Truth, the Life, the 
r Light, and the () Miſdom of Men. 
It is this divine One, or Chriſt, by his omni 
tent Power, eternal Wiſdom, and heavenly Light, 
that inwardly reveals or diſcovers unto our Souls, all 
that we know or underſtand concerning divine and 
ſpiritual Things: And all that Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, Prudence and Diſcretion that we are endued 
with, or actuated by, in relation to all true Happi- 
neſs, or ſubſtantial Felicity (whether ſpiritual or 
temporal) iſſues or proceeds from the ſame bound- 
leſs, or immenſe Ocean of divine Light and eternal 
r N et RP” 
It is by and through the ſame illuminating Spirit, 
the Fountain of true Wiſdom, that the Faithful.in 
all Ages have been made wiſe unto Salvation, and 
taught the Way to Life : For he is the Enlightener 
of the Soul, and hath been the Inſpirer of all the 
Righteous, from the Creation of Man to this pre- 
ſent Time. And did Mankind but diligently mind 
this internal Guide, and conſtantly attend to his 
heavenly Inſtructions, they would find that he 
would give them a more comprehenſive Senſe, and 
a clearer, or greater Degree of Underſtanding in 
the Knowledge of God and ſpiritual Things, than 
RO, they 


1 4 
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(4) Jobn xiv. 6. (r) Joby viii. 12 | (s) x Cor. i. 1 


the conducts them out of the intricate Ways of Sin, 


(n] 


they can poſlibly attain unto by any other Way or 
Means whatſoever. And it is through Negligence, , 
in not attending to this 7nward Director, and for 


want of being led, taught, and influenced by his 
celeſtial Counſel, and divine Inſtructions, that Ig- 
norance and Folly, Sin and Wickedneſs, ſo much 
prevail and abound amongſt the Children of Men : 


For by lighting the (z) Reproofs of Inſtruction, 


and diſregarding the in-ſpeaking Voice of Chriſt, 


or that faithfal Monitor and true Witneſs in their 
own Boſoms, Mankind neglect the gracious Viſita- 


tions of God to their Souls, and contemn the Con- 
victions of his holy Spirit, ſo grow forgetful of 
him, and unmindful of the Things which concern 
their everlaſting (u) Peace, 

But on the contrary, when Mankind are diligent 
in their Purſuits after Wiſdom ; when they () ſeek 


her as Silver, and ſearch for her as for hid Trea- 


fares ; then ſhe unfolds unto them the great (x) M 4 
ſtery of Godlineſs, and diſcovers the various Wor 
ings, and deceitful Artifices of their Souls Enemy ; 


and from under the Powers of - Darkneſs; and re- 


ſtores their Souls to the Fold of true Peace, and 


everlaſting” Reſt: For when divine Wiſdom enters 
into thine Heart, and the Knowledge that ſhe com- 


municates is pleaſant unto thy Soul; then thou wilt 
Find that through ber divine Strength, and aſfiſting 
Power, thou wilt be kept and preſerv'd from every 


— 


— 


(t) Mio vi, 23, | (u N xix, 42. 


120 Prov. ii. 4. Mal. xiii. 4. 9 Tn. lit, 16. 
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01 Way ; ahi wilt. aſſuredly know d fitting under 
Her protecting Shadow with great Deligbt, and experi- 


acquainted with the Dictates of Wiſdom, or the 
Language of Truth, and the kind Invitations thereof, 
is for want of having a Stop put unto the wan- 
dering Imaginations of the carnal Mind, and thro' 
their not coming or being brought unto a State of 
true Stillneſs in themſelves: For the Voice of Wiſ⸗ 
dom is heard in Quiet, and it is in Stillneſs and 


and communicates the Knowledge of her Gore: = to 
the Children of Men. 

Hurries, Tumults and Commmanticnn the 2 ) Cares 
of this World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, 
obſtruct the Entrance of Wiſdom into the Heart, 
of Chriſt in their own Souls. But the Almighty, 
who is abundant in Goodneſs, and willing to bring 


cifully made known to his faithful nnd: obedient 


and 


— 


* 
— 


) Job xxxii. 8. 
(4): Fer. xxxi. 33. 


xxxviii. 36, 


. Heb. viii. 10. 


mentally witneſs, that her Banner over thee: will be 
Love. And the Cauſe why Mankind are no more 


- true Retirement of Mind, that ſhe diſcovers herſelf, 


with the Love of, and Purſuit after, other Things, 
and keep Mankind from liſtening to the Dictates 
of Truth, the Whiſpers of the. Spirit, or the Voice 
Mankind to the Knowledge of himſelf, hath mer- 
People, that the Source, or Fountain; of ( Wil 
dom is ſeated in the Heart, and that it is to his 


own Spirit in the (9) inward Parts, that we muſt 
have Recourſe unto in all Things pertaining to Life 


Toe 65% Mark iv. 19, Luke viii. 14. — xi, 24. * 


e EWR 
and Godlineſs, ; by Diſcovery, if 4 minded, 
and ( carefully taken heed unto, puts a Stop to 
the endleſs Searches of Men, and e them 
where true Wiſdom is to be found., F 

It is in Quietneſs, and true reid — Mind. 
that we come to the Knowledge of true Religion; 
and. it is in a humble, lowly, Diſpoſition of Soul, 
that the Doctrine of the Goſpel; — the Nature of 
its Worſhip, comes rightly to be underſtood. And 
notwithſtanding that the Children of Men, in their 
fallen degenerate Wiſdom, and unconverted State, 
have (c) found out many Inventions, and ſelf-plea- 
ſing Ways of Religion, and ſo are gone into falſe 
Worlbips; deceitful Services, lifeleſs Forms, uaprofit- 

ble Ceremonies, (d) traditional () Cuſtoms, carnal 
Compoſitions and (f): outward Obſervations, think+ 
ing, or pretending, to worſhip and ſerve the Almighty 
by that which is an (g) Abomination in his Sight; 
yet certain it is, and for ever it will ſtand true, that 
that Religion, or that Worſhip, which is well. plea⸗ 
ſing unto God, and available to the Salvation of the 
Soul, is and muſt be the Work of Chriſt, or the 
Operation of his Spirit, inwardly cleanſing the Heart, 
renewing the Mind, converting the Soul, and re- 
impreſſing upon the inner Man that divine. Image. of 
Wisdom and Holineſs, Purity and Uprightnels, 
which Man enjoy d in his firſt Creation, and which 
is alſo:the bleſſed. Privilege, and happy Experience 


* of all Mankind jr in their N ew-birth or Regener 
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which: Bots Change; and wonderful Operatiphi 
$the 1 Work of that divine, eternal, immortal, 


ünchangeable ONE, who in his unlimited Good: 


neſs, and tender Compafſion, moſt graciouſſy ad- 
miniſters to the various Wants, Neceſſities, Trials, 
and Diſtreſſes of his ſincere, obedient | and truly 
believing People. And thoſe who in Humility of 
Soul” and with ſtedfaſt Faith, fincerely make their 
Applications to him, do experimentally find, that 
he ceaſes not (in a ſpiritual manner eſpecially to 
bind up the broken Hearted, to confirm the 7ceble 
Minded, and to þrbclaim Liberty to the Captive : 
That he relieves the O ppreſſed, beals the Sick, feeds 
the Hungry, ſatisfies the Thirſty, cloaths the Naked, 
refreſhes the Weary, and gives Re to the heavy 
Laden: That he makes the Blind to ſee, the Lame 
to walk, the Deaf to hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, and 
the Solitary to rejoice : That he is a Guide to the 
Young, and a Staff to the Aged; a Father to the 
Fatherleſs, and a Huſband to the Widow: That he 
makes the Poor rich, and the Rich happy; and 
that he makes Life comfortable, and removes the 


Fears of Death. on * 


Theſe, with many more, are the Bleſſings that 
conſtantly attend on the Faithful; and would 
Mankind but come to a right Conſideration hereof, 
and . or ſuffer the divine Spirit freely to 

n their Minds, and throughly to inform 
their Vn erſtandings, there would be little Need of 
any other Teaching or Inſtruction than what the 
une a Ong mY — Chriſt, or the 


— 


(5) Tit. ii. 11 : (i) Jobn i. 9 — i. 12. 
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"4 Sp irit of Truth reveals, diſcovers, ot makes 


eſt (1) within ; for the new Covenant, or the 
unchangeable Law of Truth apd Righteouſneks, is 
wrote or engrauen in the H Heart; and there we maꝝ 
learn, and be ſufficiently taught, how to demeanor 
behave. ourſelves in the Concerns. of this Life, and 
how, or by. what Means we may 1 ire Ca 
the Manſions of eternal Glory. 

And vt Reader, if thou bal haſtily, or un+ 
attentively looked over the foregoing Lines; be ſo 
kind to cyl, and the Inter of thy never · dying 
Part, as to read them again with more: deliberate 


Conſideration; and after thy ſo doing, ſeriouſly 


reflect with thyſelf, and aſk thine own Heart, if 
there is not ſomething in thine own Boſom, that 


. ſeems (in ſome degree) to diſcover or unfold the 


End, Intent and Deſign for which they were writ- 
ten ; and whether if that Light, Knowledge and 


Underſtanding, which the Almighty hath conferred 


upon thee, or implanted in thy Soul, doth not (at 
leaſt in ſome meaſure) acquieſce, conſent and agree 
to the Truth of what they bear a Teſtimony to; 
and if fo, let me defire, beſeech and intreat thee 
not to ſtifle, ſlight or negle& even the leaſt Mani- 
feſtation or Diſcovery thereof ; for it is the Ap- 


| pearance of Chriſt, or the Viſitations of his Spirit 


unto 
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4 2x0] John xvi. 13. | @ Rom. i. 19. 1 Cor. xii. 7. 


Deut. xxx. 11, 12, 13, 14. Rom. x. 6, Ge. James i. 21. 
Fob xxxii. 8. — xxxviii. 36. Pſal. xxxvii. 31. 
xl. 8. Ia. li. 7. Jer. xxxi. 31, Sc. Heb. viii. 8. Cc. 
— 755 I JG" It. 27. with many others, 


e thy Sou}, 1 otder to bring I to 4 tight 
Underſtanding of thy ſelf, and Ha Thin ngs Whic 

concern 105 everlaſting Well-being ; and if thou 
doſt faithfully embrace his kind Tovitations, and 
ſincerely chooſe him for thy Guide, and In- 


titnentally to 912 
neſs] that he will mercifully condeſcend to illum 

nate thy Underſtanding with the Beams of bi 
Light; that he will plainly ſhew unto thee, the 
Way of Life and Salvation; that he will conduct 
thy Feet in the tight Path, and eſtabliſh thee in 
every anon and Work. OF PORE 
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